
How Do We Integrate The Study Of LOTE? 
The study of languages other than English, by its very nature, 
touches all curricular areas. When applicable, our second 
language teachers work with teachers in other subject areas 
to plan lessons and activities. With the use of technology 
and computer skills in our language classrooms, our students 
have passports to the world. Through our extra curricular 
projects and activities, students explore and enhance their 
understanding of different languages and cultures.  Students 
have the opportunity to participate in field trips, language clubs, 
exhibitions, and local and state competitions. Students are 
encouraged to experience the food, customs and traditions 
of different ethnic groups represented in our community.  In 
this way, they can appreciate the lifestyles and accomplish-
ments of others. 

 

 

 

 

 

For answers to additional questions contact 
Karen Greco, LOTE Instructional Specialist, at 

626-8033. 

Civil Rights Policy - The Williamsville Central School District, its 
officers and employees shall not discriminate against any student, 
employee or applicant on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
national origin, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, age, 
marital status, veteran status, or disability. It is the policy of the 
Board of Education to comply with the regulations listed in Title 
IX of the 1972 Educational Requirements and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Any member of the Williamsville Central 
School District staff or any Williamsville Central School District 
pupil or parent believing himself or herself aggrieved because 
of discrimination based on race, color, creed, religion, national 
origin, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, age, marital 
status, veteran status, or disability should address questions 
and complaints to the District Compliance Officer and Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources, Dr. John McKenna, 105 
Casey Rd., P.O. Box 5000, East Amherst, NY 14051; 626-8051. 
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What Is Our LOTE Philosophy? When and What Do We Study In Our LOTE 
The Williamsville School District’s LOTE Program is 
built on the philosophy of three major New York State 
documents. They include the Learning Standards for 
Languages Other Than English, Modern Languages 
for Communication Syllabus, and The Learning Cen-
tered Curriculum and Assessment. We aim to provide 
students with learner-centered classrooms that emphasize a 
communicative approach. 

We believe that the purpose of our LOTE Program is to: 

1 cultivate an awareness and understanding of other 
languages and cultures in order to broaden an 
individual’s world and to promote personal growth. 

1 give students language skills so that they are able to 
communicate in an interdependent world. 

Why Do We Emphasize LOTE Study? 
Williamsville is a microcosm of a multicultural world. A 
multilinguistic society is our reality and strength. Based on the 
Williamsville Strategic Plan, all students will: 
• choose to act upon their unique potential to contribute. 
• continually collaborate to create and implement solutions 

to the challenges of a participatory democracy. 
• demonstrate, to experts, distinguished perfo mances in an 

area of their unique talents and interests. 
• throughout their school experience, strengthen their natural 

passions for inquiry. 

Did You Know ... ? 
1 It takes approximately 5-7 years of 

uninterrupted language study to develop 
functional competency in a language other 
than English. 

1 Students learn language at different rates and 
in different ways.  Language acquisition is not 
steady and linear, but filled with thresholds 
and plateaus. 

1 An integrated approach to language learning 
(reading, writing, listening, speaking, culture 
study) is most effective. 

1 Learning a language and culture is enhanced 
by providing a variety of experiences and 
settings. 

Study of a Language Other Than 
English ... 
1 enhances language ability in English and 

sets the framework for learning additional 
languages. 

1 satisfies entrance and/or exit requirements for 
college-bound students. 

1 increases job opportunities and improves 
career prospects in a global economy. 

1 vastly expands the ability for world-wide 
communication through technology and 
telecommunications. 

1 encourages acceptance of others through 
understanding, which fosters world harmony. 

1 broadens knowledge of other cultures through 
their art, music, literature and customs. 

1 provides “survival skills” for, and increases 
enjoyment of, travel. 

Program? 

Elementary (K-3) 
• The K-3 Infusion 

of Multiculturalism 
Program teaches 
students about 
different cultures 
through holidays 
and celebrations. 
Students are ex-
posed to simple 
vocabulary in 
different lan-
guages. 

Middle School (5-8) 
• Formal study of French or Spanish begins in grade 5. 

• Emphasis is on increasing the ability to communicate 
through listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

• Study of the culture relating to each language is an integral 
part of the program. 

• Our students take district assessments in 7th and 8th grade. 

• Students are recommended for high school placement 
options in grade 8. 

High School (9-12) 
• Upon entering grade 9, students are encouraged to continue 

at the second level of language started in middle school, 
and/or begin level one of a different language. French, 
German, Latin, Spanish and Mandarin are offered based 
on sufficient enrollment levels. 

• When students reach the appropriate level of proficiency, 
they take the Checkpoint B assessment. 

• Continued advanced study further refines, develops 
and enhances a given language beyond the standard 
Checkpoint B. 


